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Originally called McQuilkinsville, then simply Macksville or Maxville, West Terre Haute was laid out 
by Samuel McQuilkin on November 22, 1836. 


The first building had been put up in 1833, and in 1834 McQuilkin opened a general store on the 
National Road between present-day Third and Fourth Streets. The store proved useful to those 
working on the National Road and made McQuilkinsville an important town in the area. 


Because of the town's fertile scil. soon people started settling there as vegetable farmers, 

John Griggs and his son Edward put up a flour mill in 1867, but the structure was burned in 1870. 
The town expanded quickly, with Smith Hinch building a tavern on the National Road and Richard 
Mellroy building a brick general store and post office in 1872. 


In 1894 citizens of the town voted to change its name to West Terre Haute. 
The West Terre Haute post office has been in operation since 1899, 


Bethany Congregational Church was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2003. 


Growth of industry 
By 1878, industries included a lumber mill, a cigar factory, and a shingle manufacturer, and the 
town had grown to a population of 250. 


With coal-bearing bluffs immediately to the town's north and west, coal mining became a major 
industry in the town. By 1906, West Terre Haute had eleven mines in operation, served by both 
railroads and wagon roads. These mines averaged a daily output of 2,000 tons. 


Clay deposits in the town led to the production of clay products including building brick, paving 
brick, sewer pipe and drain tile. Four separate companies in the area worked in this industry, 
including the Vigo Clay Company, the Miller Brick Company, Terre Haute Brick and Pipe Company 
(also known as the Vitrified Brick Company), and the National Drain Tile Company. 


Just north of West Terre Haute was a large gravel pit a mile in length at its widest point. The 
gravel was mainly used in railroad grades. 


Due to increased employment opportunities, the population of West Terre Haute increased from 
several hundred in the 18805 to approximately 3500 by the mid-1890s. To accommodate these 
new residents and commuters, in 1905 a new bridge was built to cross the Wabash River including 
tracks for the city's streetcar and interurban line. The Bank of West Terre Haute was established 
that same year. 

Decline of commerce 

Beginning in the early 1920s, the coal, clay and gravel industries slowly declined. West Terre Haute 
became a mainly residential community for factory workers and miners. After the Great 
Depression, the town's businesses included automobile repair shops and grocers. However, 
business faded when I-70 was constructed and circumvented the town. 
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Census figures showing an ex- DO NOT CIRCULATE 
traordinary large percentage of in- 
crease in population has centered 
attention on our neighboring town 
across the Wabash River, West 
Terre Haute. Lots in the town are 7 
at a premium and the community is th Û 
most prosperous. The present i 
members of the town board are: 
Jacob Krackenberger, president; 


W. W. Brown, treasurer, and TER, 

Richard J. Owens, clerk. The other Ae 8 7A / 

members are `R. P. Niece, Wiatt Naur 4 

Cummings, Charles Rushworth and € / bp 
Daniel Smith. Everyone is a No, 4 / p p 
booster. Fred Lindsey is town N4 E 
marshall and John Schmidt is his 

assistant. The census figutes gave 

West Terre Haute an increase in 


population of over 100 per cent, 
the best record made in Indiana. 


Vigo County Public Litter, 


PES “(eer Hasty 


TOAD HOP 


This is probably a derogatory place name suggesting a 
small isolated rural community. Toad Hop is in Vigo 
County, west of Terre Haute. 


"Bob Stephen's grandmother told me that some people in 
West Terre Haute set up a mushroom factory over there 
and that the mushrooms drew all the toads from around 
here, so they called the place Toad Hop." 


"Toad Hop located about 1 mile east of West Terre Haute 


on the west side of Sugar Creek and south side of High- 
way 40. 


It got its name from a family by the name of Harris early 
in the 1800's...above the hill above Toad Hop to the west 
and a little south. There were regular floods in the 
area. Old man Harris would look down from atop the 

hill where his house was located during the floods and 
say, "The toads are hopping," referring to the Indians." 


Also story about alittle boy that lived there among 
early settlers-he was always catching toads, he'd call 
the toads "Toad Hops" the people just adopted it. 


One of the early settlers-drunkard-would come stumblin home 


at night. Well, one night he fell drunk right down in 
the middle of the road. Just as he fell down a toad 
hopped by right in front of him. He got up and says 


to himself, "Toad Hop, yep, that's where I live, Toad 
Hop." 


Ronald Baker, Indiana State University 
Hoosier Folk Legends (Not yet published) 
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i A Brief. Tour Into Yesteryear PAMPHLET FILE 
72 NOI CIRCULATE 
As a slight contribution to the Indiana Sesquicentenial 
the West Terre Haute Branch Library undertook a project which it 
felt would be of interest to this general area. 

One of the interesting older houses in Vigo County is 
located on old Highway 40 about one hundred yards west of the Dresser 
Road in West Terre Haute. The first reference to this property 18 
to be found in a deed issued to a John Hamilton and acknowledged 
December 1, 1808, but it should be pointed out that the date of 
this deed is questionable. On April 6, 1821 President James Monroe 
issued a patent on this property to a Charles Smith, and it remained 
in the Smith family until August 18, 1847. During the Smith owner- 
ship, around 1825, a loan was granted for $490.43, and it is felt 
that the money obtained was som to construct a house. From an 
artists drawing, it 15 known that by 1865 the house looked, with 
minor changes, the same as 1t does today. 

Mrs. Virgil Eller of West Terre Haute, lived in the house, 
as a child, with her uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. William Langford, 
and she reports that 1830 was the generally accepted date for its 
construction, 

Mr. Charles Ray, the well-known authority on pioneer cabins, 
examined such things as siding, general architecture, window panes, 
window frames, flooring, iron work, etc., and concluded that the 
house could very well have been completed about 1830. 

Turning briefly to the east side of the Wabash River, the 
first commercial ferry, capable of holding a wagon and four horses, 


was established in 1818, making it somewhat easier for the west Sound 


traveler. Roads were gradually being pushed from Indianapolis 
westward, and by 1839 the National Road was in use at least as far 
as Terre Haute. West Terre Haute, or Macksville as it was then 
known, was literally the jumping off place for Vandalia and St. 
Louis. 
To accomodate the growing number of people coming through 
Terre Haute "The Eagle and the Lion" was opened about 1817 as a 


tavern located at First Street and Wabash. It was followed by 


"The Prairie House," which Chauncy Rose built "away out in the 


country" at Seventh Street and Wabash in 1839. Before 1840 “The 
Eagle and the Lion" was taken over by Robert Harrison. The Prairie 
House was operated until 1841 by Theron Barnum, but then closed 
until 1849 because it was unprofitable. About this time, 1841, 
"The Eagle and the Lion" was on the decline, so this left only 

one inn of consequence in this area, located just east of Seelyville. 
With a growing stream of travelers this was an absurd situation 
according to Mr. John Biel. He is inclined to believe that what 
has been known as the "old Inn." "Harris Home," "Stage Coach Inn" 
in West Terre Haute, served as a principle inn from a period of 
1841 to 1859. 

Conjectural yes, but is there anything to bolster this 
conviction? Good water is of prime importance to both human and 
horse and this property has always been noted for its pure spring 
water. Pasturage was extremely important and certainly this area 
had excellent grazing. Many people of that period opened their 
homes to the traveler, but on the otherhand it must be borne in 
mind that the average home, for that period, was barely adequate 


for the owner and his family. Here was a large house with ample 


facilities, and what could be more logical than to open it to the 
public. rs, Eller recalls of having only heard of the house re- 
ferred to as the "Inn" or "Old Inn." 
In 1851 when Richard J. Harris purchased the property it 
reverted to a private home and remained as such until very recently. 
Khas bas LvaewelleTikied Gades /-vtdm id UCM PA rar 
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Reference: 
Condit, History of Terre Haute. 
Borns, Pamp. Fort Wayne Public Library. 
Indiana Historical Society - various leaflets. 
Illustrated Historical Atlas of Vigo County 1874, 
Abstract owned by Mr. and Mrs. James Miller, Terre Haute. 
Markle files. 


Numerous interviews. 
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14 THE HISTORY OF . EARLY TERRE HAUTE 75 
in speaking of events occurring in 1817, says: “ Henry | To throw some light on the expense of traveling at this 
Redford had just erected his house, and it was the first tav- early date, it may be noted here, that in licensing taverns, 
ern ever opened in Terre Haute. The house was afterwards the County commissioners fixed the rates for a single meal 
kept by Robert Harrison and still later by Capt. Wasson.” t at twenty-five cents; and a night's lodging at twelve and a 
Capt. James Wasson was one of the familiar names of early half cents. For a horse, stable and hay for one night was 
Terre Haute. He was a native of Connecticut and came i twenty-five cents; oats and corn werc extra. 

here in 1816. He must have had charge of the tavern for a In 1819 it is recorded that George Kilpatrick was licensed 
long time as it was familiarly known as the Wasson House. | to keep a tavern; also tavern keeper’s license was granted the 
He was a sailor before coming west. He was somewhat i same year to James Cunningham. Indicating the growth 
brusk in manner, but kind. Some years ago in tracing out | of the village and of ideas as well, the name tavern, sooner 
the exact date of the first organization of a Presbyterian | or later, was superseded by that of Hotel, or House. Hence 
church in Terre Haute, by Rev. David Monfort, I found the there was the well known Dole House, kept by William Dole, 


following record in an old trustee book. After setting forth | the proprietor; Stewart House with Matthew Stewart as 
the date of the organization, and election of elders with their | proprietor. Besides these were the National Hotel, kept by 
names, it stated that ‘ Messrs. William C. Linton, John William McFadden, the old Early Hotel and the Wabash 
Britton, and Capt. James Wasson were elected trustees.” | Hotel. All these had their necessary creaking sign boards, 
| hospitable stables, and roomy wagon yards. Last but not 
| least, each had a little belfry on the top of the house, with its 

| high-toned bell, which called the willing boarders, three times 

| a day, to their meals. The ringing of the tavern bell must 

have been an important function at least at the Burton Hotel, 

Main streets. It was a large two story frame with its big | kept by Johnny Burton, an Englishman, on the Northeast 
sign post. On the sign was painted a war horse fully ca- | corner of Cherry and Fifth streets. Burton must have been 


| 

i 
This was in 1828. Mr. Wasson lived to the age of sixty- 
five years “ and was universally respected.” 

Samuel McQuilkin was another prominent tavern keeper 
in the carly days of the village. It is claimed by some that 
he built the first tavern on the northeast corner of Third and 

| 
| 
i 
i 
| 


the most popular landlord of his time, since his name has been 
perpetuated in song by the darky minstrels of the day. I 
quote a single stanza as it has lingered in my memory from k 


parisoned, and rearing as if impatient to get into the battle. 
Mr. William Earle, in his much quoted letter says: “ We 
boys always called the McQuilkin house “ The Light Horse 


erected, Mr. Lucius H. Scott speaks from personal knowl- 
edge when he says as quoted above: “ It,” that is the Red- 
ford House, “was the first tavern ever opened in Terre 


His plans were kept back till he began the work of building, 
when the villagers shook their heads in doubt; some said: 
“Tt is too far from the center of town." Others prophesied: 


١ 
tavern.'" There are no dates given, but it is understood that day to this: | 
ل‎ 0 8 ` 0 . 0 

that Mr. McQuilkin sold the building and invested in lands Arens ue Haute | 

across the river where Macksvillle now stands, which is the And puts up at Burton’s hotel, | 

town laid out by Mr. Samuel McQuilkin and named Mc- I blacks de Gemmen's boots | 
Quilkinsville, but for short has ever been known as Macks- And rings de dinnah bell.” | 
ville. As to the question of which was the first tavern i 8 | 

| In 1838 Mr. Chauncey Rose completed the Prairie House. ' 

| 


Haute.” At the same time it is recorded that the McQuilkin 
; “That boarders would not walk so far for their meals.” 


House was a rival to the Eagle and Lion. 
P sd L | 
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4 Ai 
Malcom was the first road supervisor, and John Ray was thes first 
inspector of elections; they were appointed by the county commission- 
ers on May 9, 1820. John Reese was the first justice of the peace; he 
was chosen at an election (the first held in the township) held at the 
house of John Ray on the first Saturday in June. It is said that Daniel 
Kuykendall was the first child born. The first saw-mill was built by 
James Sturgess, in 1820, on the S.W. + of Sec. 24, T. 12, R. 9 W. 
About this time James Bennett built a grist-mill on the N.W. + of Sec. 
30, T. 12, R. 9 W., and some time after connected with it an oilanill 
and carding machine, and on the same section, in 1824, built the first 
- brick house. In 1831 Joseph Malcom was granted permission to estab- 
lish and keep a publie ferry over the Wabash river, now known as 
Cox’s ferry. In the autumn of 1846 George Broadhurst sank the first 
coal shaft, in the S.W. corner of the S.W. + of Sec. 19, T. 19, R. 9 W. 
Previous to this date coal had been dug at different places, but no reg- 
ular mining for profit was carried on until Mr. Broadhurst had sunk 
his shaft. $ 

; TOWNS. d 
Macksville, named after its founder, Samuel McQuilkin, is located in 
a fertile plain one mile west of Terre Haute; when the land was sur- 
veyed into lots is now unknown. The plat was recorded November 
28, 1836. In 1833 the first dwelling house was built within what three 
years later became the legal boundaries of the present town. About 
one or two years later Samuel MeQuilkin opened a store and Smith 
Finch a tavern. These institutions were largely patronized by those 
who were employed in the construction of the National Road, which 
was wending its way westward through the site of the future metrop- 
olis of Sugar Creek township. The town has now a population of 250; 
two stores which do a fair business, blacksmith and wheelwright shop 
for custom work, saw-mill, shingle machine and cigar factory. Its 
manufactures, therefore, consist of lumber, shingles and cigars, and the 
present strongly indicates that in the near future grape wine will be 
added. Vegetable gardening is a growing and profitable interest. In 
the autumn of 1867 John Griggs and his son Edward erected a custom 
flour-mill, and in the following spring commenced grinding. They 
continued to run the mill successfully until August 8, 1870, when it 
was struck by lightning and entirely consumed by fire. There is no 
church edifice in the town and but one organized religious society, 
which is Methodist Episcopal, with a membership of sixty-seven. It 
holds its meetings in the public school-house, located near the center of 
the town. This society has connected with it a prosperous Sabbath- 
school which holds its sessions each Sabbath morning in the school- 
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house. “There is also a Union Sabbath-school in good working order, 
which occupies the public school-house each Sabbath afternoon. These 
organizations are working harmoniously and doing much to aid the 
cause of christianity. During the past few years, at different times, 
saloons have been licensed to vend alcoholic liquors, but in a very short 
time were compelled to cease their traffic because of the radical temper- 
ance sentiment which prevails almost universally. 

The most notable event which has transpired in its history of forty- 
four years is the murder of Eva Peters, which was committed on the 
morning of March 15, 1875. Eva was an elderly maiden lady living 
alone in a small house in the village. Who her murderers are will 
probably never be known; what the motives were which impelled 
them to commit the horrible deed are yet a mystery to the community. 
Miss Peters had deposited in bank in Terre Haute a few dollars; the 
earnings of toil which she was saving to be expended to give her a 
“christian burial.” This money she drew out of the bank the day be- 
fore she was murdered. The possession of this small sum is supposed 
to be the incentive to the commission of the bloody crime; if so, the 
murderers were disappointed, for the money was found, after the body 
was discovered, concealed in her bed. as 

Bloomtown is a village of fifty inhabitants six miles west of Terre 
Haute on the Paris road, and a half mile north of the Vandalia railroad. 
It is located in a rich and extensive bottom, through which the waters 
of Sugar creek flow. It was laid out in 1858 by Hiram Bloom, after 
whom it was named. When Mr. Bloom settled here is not ascertained. 
He is reputed to have been a very active and enterprising man. In the 
earlier days of Bloomtown a saw-mill, and in later years a merchant 
flour-mill, were the pride of the villagers. The mills were destroyed | 
by fire. The dates of their founding or destruction we could not ascer- i 
tain definitely. For a number of years the manufacture of lumber was T 
a leading source of employment and revenue, as the bottom was densely | 
covered with black-walnut timber. It contains a blacksmith shop, 1 
which is opened occasionally to the public, and one store, the proprietor 
of which is postmaster. The name of the post-office is Nelson. It has 
a semi-weekly mail. 

St. Mary’s is a village of 100 inhabitants adjacent to the community 
of the Sisters of Providence. Its site was never divided into town lots. 
It contains two stores, a cabinet, carpenter, blacksmith and cooper shop, 
and a fine brick church which was built in 1867 and cost $13,000. The 
only secular organization here is a St. Joseph’s Total Abstinence So- 
ciety, at one time numbering ninety members; it now numbers fifty. 
This society has accomplished much good, and its continuance should 
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Exercises--This Picture Gives One an Idea of the Great Capacity of the New Structure. 
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By DICK SUTLIFF 
Tribune Staff Writer 


MeQuilkinsville, — Mac'sville, 
Macksville, Maxville, West 
Terre Haute— 

The name of the “town across 
the river” from Terre Haute 
isn’t the only thing about West 
Terre Haute that has undergone 
dramatic changes since the 
birth of the community in the 
early years of the 19th Century. 

West Terre Haute, now the 
hub of activity in Sugar Creek 
Township, once held promise of 
;surpassing Terre Haute in its 
business and industrial develop- 
| ment, but somehow, fate saw to 
it that such was not the case. 

However, West Terre Haute 
| residents are quick to point out 

| features that many towns of its 
size, and some larger communi- 
ties, would be pleased to count 
| among their blessings. 

The crime rate in West Terre 
Haute is relatively low. There 
are two fire departments in the 
community. À new post office 
and branch bank grace the 
downtown area. And the streets 
are comparatively free of auto- 
mobile accidents. 

Pushing for Levee 

The West Vigo Levee Associa- 
tion is still pushing for a new 
dike to protect the town from 
the ravages of Sugar Creek dur- 
ing periods of excessive rain- 
rainfall. An extension of the 
community’s storm sewer sys- 
tem also is in the works. 

There’s talk of a new ele- 
mentary school to be built 
within the next few years, re- 
placing the present North, South 
and Central elementary schools. 
The town has one community 
playground in operation, and 
another being developed. 

John A. Scott, the energetic 
president of the town board of 
West Terre Haute, credits the 
community’s three service clubs 
— Rotary, Jaycees and Opti- 
mists — with spreadheading pro- 
jects for improving the town. 

There are about 70 businesses 
in West Terre Haute. About a 
dozen churches ‘are located 
either in or near the town. Scott 
says residents like to live in 
West Terre Haute because it has 
the charm of a small town, and 
yet all the advantages of living 
in a city. 

Enrollment at the three public 
elementary schools for this 


school year is 640 students. The 
North School has 323 pupils, 
Central 174 and South 143. St. 
Leonard’s Roman Catholic ele- 
mentary school has 40 pupils. 


Other elementary schools in 
the West Terre Haute area in- 
clude Consolidated with an en- 
roliment of 362 pupils, and the 
Dresser School with 83 pupils. 
Concannon Junior High School 
has 422 pupils, while West Vigo 
High School boasts an enroll- 
ment of 896 pupils. 

New Structures 

Two of the newest structures 
in West Terre Haute are the 
one that houses the U. S. Post 
Office, and the one occupied 
by the West Terre Haute branch 
of the Terre Haute First Na-| 
tional Bank. 

The post office was opened 


Ja Jiri. Marte 


ting the levee constructed be-! 
comes even more apparent.| 
Gil Bedino, who operates fu-| 
neral chapels in West Terre, 
Haute and Terre Haute, is 
president of the levee associa-| 
tion. 


He remains optimistic that | 


the federal government will 
eventually release funds al- 
ready approved for construe-| 
tion of the levee. The town; 
was granted $832,000 for work| 
this year, but last June local 
officials were informed by the 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 
that the money was no longer 
available. The corps said the 


Has 


that the new levee would soon 
pay for itself in the saving of 
homes and businesses from dam- 
aging floodwaters. 

The flood of 1913 wrought 
havoc on West Terre Haute. 
Many homes were toppled and, 
one death resulted, historical 
|records indicate. The effects of 
ithe ravaging winds and rain did 
‘not wear off for a long period 
of time. 

The communitys service 
clubs, of which Scott has un- 
limited praise, are active in a 
\variety of civic activities de- 
| signed to upgrade West Terre 
Haute and bring favorable pub- 


last March 23 at 29 S. 3rd St. grant had been revoked about| licity to the town. | 


It was built at a cost of $50,000 
and is operated on a lease- 
rental basis. The single-story 
brick and masonry building is; 
modern throughout, including. 
gas air-conditioning and heating. 

John H. Cusick, acting post- 
master, says the new faciities 
are a far cry from the old post 
office at 617 National Ave. The 
West Terre Haute post office 
(Zip Code 47885) handles 45,000 
pieces of outgoing mail daily, 
and processes about twice that 
number of incoming items. 

There are 1,050 city patrons, 
Cusick reports, and 1,100 rural 
customers. Two city routes are 
maintained, along with four 
rural routes. The post office 
employs 16 persons, including 
Cusick. 

Bank Opened 

The branch bank was opened 
Nov. 28, 1966. The new brick 
structure is of Italian architec- 
ture, and is located at 301 Na-|! 
tional Ave., just north of thel 
post office. The branch’s former! 
location was at 123 Paris Ave. 

The first bank in the com-| 
munity was the State Bank of | 
West Terre Haute, chartered in 
1904. It merged with Terre 
Haute First National in 1960, | 
and offices were maintained in; 
the old location until the new! 
full-service drive-in bank 
opened for business. 

James E. Black is the branch 


manager, while Miss Gerald L. 
Branham is an assistant vice| 
president assigned to the; 
branch. Ronald Reagan (not 
related to the California gov- 


ernor) is in charge of the in-! 


stallment loan department ll 
There are 14 employes at the | 


branch, which boasts seven in! 


side teller windows and two) 
drive-in windows. 


Levee Imperative 


With the town progressing | 
as it is, the necessity for get-|' 


five years ago. 

However, Bedino and other 
flood control sponsors were 
never informed of any such 
revocation. U. S. Sen. Birch 
E. Bayh (D-Ind.) and U. S. 
Rep John T. Myers (R-Ind.) 
are working to determine what 
the actual status of the proj- 
ect is. 


Bedino says Bayh told him|| 


recently that he sees no reason 
why the House and Senate Ap- 
propriations committees did not 
permit the Corps of Engineers 
to transfer the funds from an- 
other account to the levee 
project. 

“We're still hopeful and we're 
Still praying that we're going to 
get it (the money)," Bedino 
says. He adds that cutbacks in 
the federal budget in connec- 
tion with the 10 per cent surtax 
may be responsible for holding 
up the funds. 


Rotary Club Active | 


The principal project of the; 
Rotary Club is its Clothe-A-Child 
drive each Christmas. Through 
the efforts of the organization's 
26 members, many children of! 
less fortunate families receive| 
loutfits of clothing at Santa: 
Claus time. | 

The Jaycees, with 46 mem- 
Ders, counted 30 projects last 
| year. The club was formed 3%, 
years ago. and since then has! 
been responsible for many civic! 
projects, not the least of which 
was leading the drive to fill in 
the old “Y” dump at the east 
edge of West Terre Haute. 

The Optimist Club, formed 
'2% years ago, also sponsors a 
Clothe-A-Child campaign, and, 
its members work hard to ful- 
fill the club motto, “Friend of 
the Boy." The club was one of 
the organizers of a new town 


The Corps of Engineers has 
said that the money was not 
actually forthcoming at the time 
of the appropriation because of 
a right-of-way dispute with the 
Penn Central Railroad. The rhu- 


‘barb was not settled until this | 


spring, thus clearing the way 
for construction to begin. 
Cost of Levee 

The estimated cost of the 
levee construction is pegged at 
5819.000. Of that amount. $705,000 
would be from federal funds, 
and $114,000 in local money. The 


project was authorized in a fed} ERIN lie communi act. 


| The levee group has been much of the historical material, 
working on the project since] | for this article was obtained 
|the disastrous flood of 1958. The ‘the 
dike would protect about. 440! Haute.) 


eral Flood Control Act of 1938. 


acres from the backwaters of 
Sugar Creek when the Wabash 
River goes on its periodic ram- 
pages of flooding. 

Floods have weakened the 
old Sugar Creek levee, which af- 


when it was first built. It’s felt 


park being developed. There are 
41 members in the club. 

All three clubs co-operate to 
the fullest extent with the town 
‘board, says Scott. “We would 
| not be able to get a great many 
‘things accomplished if it were 
not for the devotion to com- 
munity service of Rotary, Jay- 
cees and Optimists.” he says. 

Branch Library 

Another feature of West Terre 
Haute is a branch of the Vigo 
County Public Library. It offers 
residents Š variety of materials, 
and is one of the primary as- 


at! 
library in West ur ci 

The administration of West! 
Terre Haute comes under the; 
jurisdiction of the town board. | 
Other members, in addition to: 
Scott, are Charles Cardinal and 
Dallas Day. The clerk-treasurer 


| forded only limited protection Jof West Terre Haute is James 


Mann. 
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WEST TERRE HAUTE BRANCH BANK—One of the newest buildings in West Terre Haute 
is the full-service drive-in branch of the Terre Haute First National Bank, The bank and 
the post office in the rear handle most of the mail and financial matters of Sugar Creek Town- 


ship residents. Photo by Martin. 


EN 


; الملل 


WEST TERRE HAUTE POST OFFICE—About 135,000 pieces of mail are handled daily at 
the new West Terre Post Office. The building was dedicated last spring. It was con- 
structed at a cost of $50,000, and is operated on a lease-rental basis. John H. Cusick is 
the postmaster, Photo by Martin, 


The town’s waterworks, a 
municipal operation, includes a) 
225,000-galln storage tank ad- 
jacent to the building which 
houses the coemmunity's police 
and fire departments and the 
West Terre Haute Volunteer 
Fire Department, Chester Kris- 
chak is superintendent of the 
waterworks: Atty. C. Joseph 
Anderson is the town counsel. 

The town fire department, 
headed by Chief Paul F. Mur- 
‘phy, has four firemen, plus the 
13 waterworks employes, who are 
‘on call. The department has two 
pumper trucks for fighbing blazes 
anywhere in the corporate lim- 
its of the town. 

The volunteers, under Chief 
John Belskamper, were organ- 


ized in 1951. Belskamper tries 
to keep 24 men on the volun- 
teer roster at all times. Its two 
pumper trucks answer calls in 
Sugar Creek Township from 
which the department derives 
most of its financial backing. A 
siren and 16 receivers in volun- 
teers’ homes notify firemen 
when calls come in. 


| Hay Heads Police 


| The community's police de- 


| partment is headed by Chief 
| Timothy Hay. He has three pa- 
trolmen who work in shifts, 
prove 24-hour per day pro- 
tection for West Terre Haute 
residents. 
Population changes in West 
Terre Haute reflect the econom- 


| ic history of the community. 

|. The 1960 decennial federal 
| census lists 3,006 residents. The 
first census, in 1900, showed 
the population was 651. Histori- 
cal records show there were 
only 250 residents in West Terre 
Haute in 1880. 

But by 1910, the population 
had increased to 3,083, nearly 
five times the number of resi- 
dents 10 years earlier. The all- 
time population high for the 
community was 4,310 in the 1920 
census. 

Coal mining was responsible 
for the boom in West Terre 
Haute in the early part of this 
century. Other valuable re- 
sources were clay, shale and 
gravel, and at one time, vege- 
table gardening was the leading 
industry. 

Considerable light is shed on 
the early years of West Terre| 
Haute in the “First Directory 
iof West Terre Haute, Indiana," 
published in 1906. (It's avail- 
‘able to patrons of the West), 
Terre Haute branch library.) 


The directory indicates there 
were 11 coal mines in the area 
in 1906 with a total average 
daily output of 2,000 tons. Daily 
wages were about $1,750. Four 
clay product plants employed 
200 men with total weekly 
wages amounting to about $3,- 
000. The plants produced com- 
mon building brick, paving 
brick, drain tile, sewer pipe and 
related materials. 


WEST TERRE HAUTE BUSINESS DISTRICT—This is a view of National Ave. (U. S. Highway 40), looking east from the 
700 block in West Terre Haute, U.S. Highway 150, which winds its way to Paris, Ill., and points northwest, also serves the 
community. - - Photo by Martin. 


The Terre Haute Brick and chosen. Quiet and respectability | there were 900 buildings în 


Pipe Co. built the first factory were restored.” town. It said 750 persons were. 
in West Terre Haute, in 1894. Tt continues: “Terre Haute employed at the time, with the 
It was known as the Vitrified capitalists and West  Terre|average total monthly pay 
Brick Co. Later, the Vigo Clay Haute business men saw golden|totaling $25,000. 
Co., National Drain Tile Co. and opportunities in the coal and| Among the town’s assets then 
the Miller Brick Co. constructed clay fields about the place, and|were four doctors, four lawyers, 
plants. . industries sprang up on all six fraternal orders, two 
Business houses sprang up in|siges. schools, two weekly newspapers, 
large numbers about the turn) “Coal shafts sank to the-richla bank, four churches, a rail: 
of the century. With the con-\veins beneath. Red hot kilns road, four factories, two tele- 
struction of the Wabash River began to light the midnight|phone systems and numerous 
bridge, West Terre Haute tookiskies in the vicinity of thelother retail establishments. | 
on a new life. The bridge was|shale pits. The demise of the coal mines 
completed in 1905 at a cost of "Huge steam shovels gath-|resulted in a sharp reduction 
$271,000. 3 ered the valuable gravel from in the population of West Terre 
Of the life and times of West the old river bed, and puffing Haute. In 1930, the number of 
Terre Haute in those days, the c motives crept to the very residents had dropped to 3,588, 
X MAIN TI EIE EL 
Haute's undersirable population prith ballet to Ber spread oven) Accord ال‎ in 


1 deni i ilway.” |1950, the population was 3,357. 
and self-protection became nec- pus ae alee ام‎ aig The hor Î 


essary. A town marshall was 900 Buildings 
x The 1906 directory reported! Continued On Page 45, Col. 1. 


W. Terre Haute 
Has Colorful 
History 


Continued From Page 44, 


account notes that much of the 
information was obtained from 
W. W. Harvey’s article in the 
Vigo Democrat, one of the local 
newspapers, 

Land Deed In 1817 


The land register at Vincen- 
nes contains an entry, dated 
April 8, 1817, showing the 
recording of a deed from the 
federal government to Philomer 
T. Dean for 160 acres of land on 
which West Terre Haute was 
to be settled. 

By the early 1830's Samuel 
McQuilkin had come into posses- 
sion of Dean's tract of land, and 
constructed a crude log building 
on National Avenue between 
3rd and 4th streets. He oper- 
ated a general store there, serv- 
ing the needs of the budding 
town. 

McQuilkin subsequently laid 
out the town around his store, 
and the village was named 
| McQuilkinsville. Inevitably, folks 
| shortened it to Mae’sville. Later 
the apostrophe was removed 
and a “k” added, making it 
|Macksville, and finally the 
name was corrupted to Max- 
ville. 

Originally, all of Vigo County 
west of the Wabash was in 
Wabash Township, but the town- 
ship was divided May 5, 1820, 
when the present boundary lines 
were established. The West 
Terre Haute Town Plat was 
recorded Nov. 23, 1836. 

The development of the coal- 
laden bluff west of town began 
about 1890. Many leading cit- 
izens foresaw the boom in the 
near future, and thought it 
advisable to incorporate the 
town. 


lic test, and two factions sprang 
up—one called the Citizens and 
favoring incorporation, the other 
called the Peoples party and op- 
posed to it. 
Town Incorporated 

The 1906 directory tells it 
like this: 

“A vote was taken Aug. 14, 
1894. The vote was 60 to 40 in 
favor of ‘The Citizens.’ So the 


town was incorporated, and the 


name changed to West Terre 
Haute.” Four years later, the 
post office was also changed to 
West Terre Haute. 


The matter was put to a pub-| 
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WEST TERRE HAUTE TOWN HALI—Chief of Police Timothy Hay checks out the radio 


in his squad car, while Paul F. Murphy (on fire truck at right), town fire chief, and Wil- 
liam Kulinski, a member of the volunteer fire department, show off two of their trucks 


used on fire runs in West Terre Haute and Sugar Creek Township. 
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Photo by Martin. 


Later that year, a town elec- 
tion was conducted. The Cit- 
izens’ candidates, beat the 
| Peoples? Mie rr يح‎ and E 
latter party ceased to exist. The : 
‚newly-elected trustees met for tional Road (U. S. Highway p 
| the first time on Sept. 6, 1894. A public ferry, later calle 

Chester R. Church was the|Cox's Ferry, opened in 1831 
| first town board president, The lo carry folks between Terre 
| most important business con- Haute and West Terre Haute. 
| ducted at the meeting was the|Later, the Terre Haute street 
| appointment of a three-member! Car system extended to West 


| aded by F. Terre Haute, and the commun- 
| a His titers 4 ity was also on the Paris inter-| 


i i which ceased 
In 1872, Richard Mellroy (for| urban line, both of 

whom  Mellroy Avenue was|to exist prior to World War A 

named) built the first brick| A | wagon bidee preced 
building in West Terre Haute, Wabash Avenue bridge to con- 
and operated 'a general store|nect Terre Haute with its sister 
there until 1904. It was operated | town. n 
by his son Harry McIlroy until| Sugar Creek Township, 
his death. named for Sugar Creek which 
Jn 1875, the first post office|got its name from the abund- 
tablished. with McIlroy as|ance of sugar maple trees along 
postmaster, a position he dlits banks, was a prime source 
for about 20 years. An early|of maple sugar as late as 1874. 


- E | 

t office was located at 225 
EE which was West! 
Terre Haute's main street be- 
fore the completion of the Na- 


Now, nearly 100 years later, 
the face of West Terre Haute 
has changed immeasurably, but 
the spirit of the pioneers lives 
on. One night reasonably pre- 
sume that the day may come 
when West Terre Haute regains 
its industrial capacity, and joins 
Terre Haute in boosting the 
economic value of the Wabash 
Valley. 


Community Affairs File 


West T 


In 1920 there was a move- 
-ment afoot to annex the little 
town of West Terre Haute to 
the City of Terre Haute. There 
was much interest in the. pos- 
Sible annexation, both pro and 
con, but the proposal never 
came to pass. However, the 
idea does crop up now and then 
as recently as the early 1970’s. 
The history of the community 
of West. Terre Haute. begins 
with. the recording of a deed in 
the Land Register of Vincennes 
on April 18, 1817, when the 
United: States. gave to Philomer 
T. Dean a specified tract of 280 
acres situated on the high knoll 
directly across the river from 
Terre Haute. The original town 
of Macksville was destined to 
stand on this-land. 

During the administration of 
President James Monroe, the 
National Road was - pushed 
through from the East to the 
Mississippi River. Hearing the 
cry of ‘‘Westward Ho!” the 
pioneers tackled the dense for- 
esis with their axes and soon 
little clearings dotted the vast 
wilderness. 

Those early settlers living 
west of the Wabash River 
needed a place to buy supplies, 
items they were unable to raise 
on their small farms. Crossing 
the Wabash. by ferry or.ford 
was extremely hazardous in 
times of high water, and -the 
journey to Terre Haute was a 
long one. A trading post west ui 
the river was badly needed. 

Samuel McQuilkin came into 
possession of Mr: Dean's tract 
of land and was the first person 
to take advantage of the situ- 
ation. In 1833 he erected a rude 
` but strong. frame building 
which still stands between what 
is now Third and Fourth streets 
and has long since been con- 
verted into a dwelling. 


West Terre Na ue 


Historically 


Speaking 
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New immigrants ^ arrived, 
and the valuable and fertile 


bottomland located east and - 


south of the store was cul- 
tivated. As the lowlands were 
unsuitable for dwellings, Mr. 
McQuilkin solved the problem 
by laying off a town around his 
store building. 

McQuilkinsville was platted 
and recorded Nov.22, 1832, by 
Curtis Gilbert, Vigo County Re- 
corder, and described as Sec- 
tion 19, Township 12, Range 9 

The name was shortened to 
Mac'sville, and later the 
apostrophe was omitted and the 
letter “k” inserted in its place. 
So the town was called 
Macksville or Maxville. 

McQuilkin's store was typi- 
cal of the general or country 
store of that time. It sold every- 
thing the settler needed from 
smoked meats to whisky. 

Not only did the local resi- 


dents support the store, but the 
construction gangs slowly 
pushing the National Road 
westward also traded there. 
Many of the workers took up 
permanent residence in 
Macksville. This not only in- 
creased trade at the store but 
also caused the building of a 
tavern by Smith Hinch at what 
is now the northwest corner of 
Third and National Avenue. 
Mrs. Samuel McQuilkin, a 
lady of many talents, opened 
the first school in Sugar Creek 
township in the rear of her 


"husband's store. The school 


was maintained by popular sub- 
scription. Township elections 
were also held in this building 
in the 1850s. 

Robert Mcilroy opened a 
store a short time later. In 1862, 
Prof. Elias Shumer taught a 
subscription school in the his- 
toric structure tht has served 
so many purposes over the 
years. 


In 1872, Richard Mellroy 
built the first brick building on 
Paris Avenue, and three years 
later, the first post office was 
installed in this building with 
Meliroy as postmaster, a posi- 
tion he-held for over 20 years. 
The name of the post office was 
changed to West Terre Haute in. 
1898. ^ 

Many of the original homes 
were log cabins which were 
either replaced by frame or 
brick. homes or were enclosed 
and remodelled. « 

In the early 1850s, -Josiah 
Adgerton built the first black- 
smith shop on Lot 70. on Na- 
tional Avenue and made the 
first steel plough shovel used on 
the National Road: 

In 1867 John Griggs erected 
the first flour mill which 
burned in 1872. 

Just north of Paris Avenue, 
where later a lumber company 
was located, Mr. Jones built the 
first steam saw mill. Near the 


site of the former school stood : 


an old-fashioned brick yard. 

The first Sunday School in 
Macksville was organized in 
1870 in a small frame school 
building erected by Erastus 
Church at the close of the Civil 
War. The school was located 
just north of the railroad. Rev. 
Benson Rippetoe conducted the 
first religious service in the 
building. 

Ellen Broadhurst, Henry 
MeNeary and John Van Cleave 
taught the ‘Three R's” in the 
day school. 

In 1875, while Sunday School 
was in session, the building was 
struck by lightning. Supt. John 
Peacock, more than a little 
ruffled, and other officials soon 
repaired .the damage and the 


building remained in use unti- 


the Vandalia Railroad acquired 
the land north of the tracks. 
The building was then moved to 
the site of the later high school 
and continued to served as a 
school house for many years. 
Old-timers of West Terre 
Haute recailed a major dis- 


‘aster in the community when 


the driver of a moving van 
crowded with Terre Haute resi- 
dents returning from a re- 
ligious service, in West Terre 
Haute drove off the grade into 
the flood waters below. 

The romantic story of Miss 
Sophronia G.. a maiden lady 
who lived in a log tavern which 
Stood on what became the va- 
cant lot next to Hodger's resi- 
dence on Miller Avenue is part 
of the little town's history. Miss 
Sophronia eventually married a 
Mr. Sanford,.an elderly gen- 
tleman, and they lived happily 
together several years. Both 
died in 1850 and are buried in 
the south end of Lot 55 on Miller 
Avenue. 

In 1880 the town had a popu- 
lation of 250, two stores, a 
blacksmith and wheelright 
shop, saw mill, shingle machine 
and cigar factory. 

In 1895 the population had 
increased to 500, 10 years later 
to 3,500 in 1905, and by 1920 the 
town boasted 4,380 inhabitants. 
Census figures of 1970 show 
there were 3,006 persons resid- 
ing in West Terre Haute. 
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SKETCH OF WEST TERRE HAUTE. 


20 


are we new settlers to build our cabins? The ever ready Mr. MeQuilkin 
again solved the problem. He now conceived the idea of laving off a town 
about his store, and thus the soil could be tilled near the river and the farmers 
could dive near together. Thus they would have the value and benefit of one 
another's company, opinions and help against the Indians. 

So ‘McQuilkinsville’ was platted and the plat was acknowledged before 
C. Gilbert. recorder of Vigo county, November 22, 1836. ‘Then the name was 
left to the mercy of the people, who, to economize matters, shortened it to 
*Mae'sville^ Still as it was difficult to write the apostrophe, it was left out 
and a-‘k’ was inserted in its place. So the name *Macksville which was 
further corrupted to ‘Maxville, comes down to us. 

Not only did the local residents support the MeQuilkin store but also 
the construction gang who were slowly pushing the National road westward. 
It seems that either the work was carried on.slowly at this point, or because 
of some delay. the workers had to take up their residence in Macksrille for 
two or three years. This not only increased the trade of the stord, but it 
pleo brought about the building of a tavern by Smith Hinch, This old struc- 
ture is still standing at the northwest corner of Third street and National 
avenue, one of the few remaining landmarks of the town. | 

In 1872 Richard Mellrov built the first brick building of the town, thà 
one in which he ran his general store until 1904. The first postoffice was 
installed three vears later with Mr. McIlroy as postmaster, a position which 
he held for over twenty years. The name of the postoffice was changed to 
West Terre Haute in 1898. Warren Sanford is the present postmaster. 

About 1890 began the development of the coal laden bluff west of the vil 
lage and a few years later the first clay tile factory, Terre Haute Briek anc 
Pipe eompany's plant, was built. Many of the leading citizens for¢saw * 
boom jin the near future and thought it advisable to incorporate the town, 
When the suggesstion was left to the people for discussion and’ decision, tw 
factions sprang up. The one favoring incorporation called itself the Citizens; 
and had for its ticket emblem a star. The other party was “The People, and 
at the top of the ticket was a bee-hive. A vote was taken August 14, 1894 
The vote was 60 to 10 in favor of “The Citizens. Sc the town was incorporateil. 


grd the name was changed to West Tetra Haute. As ‘The People’ were still 


unwilling to lose control of publie affairs; both parties still existed, and each 
put up a ticket of candidates for town officials. ‘The election was held 
Tuesday, September 1,1894. Again ‘The People’ were defeated and faction 
ceased to exist. | | | 
The town, having been divided info three wards, Dr. Richard Belt, Dr. 
John 8. Hunt and Chester R. Church were elected touncilmen of: e three 
. A o George Moeck was ¢hosen town clerk, Richard Mellroy, 
asurcr, E | 

nm and John Snack, marshal. All of these men were elected by “The 
The newly elected trustecs held their first meeting Septegiberb, 1894. 
1 | i | 
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WEST TERRE HAUTE (scattered site district) 
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The history of West Terre Haute, formerly "McQuilkinsville" and 
later simply "Maxville", reveals in striking fashion the distinctive 
features and shifting fortunes of the Vigo County economy through the 
years. Laid off in November, 1836, by Samuel McQuilkin who had founded 
a general store on the National road between what are now Third and 
Fourth Streets, the town is located where U.S. 40 (the National road) 
and U.S. 150 intersect, two miles west of Terre Haute on the Wabash 
river flood plain. Coal-bearing bluffs rise immediately to the north 
and west; there are large deposits of gravel and clay; and the Pennsyl- 
vania railroad tracks go east and west through town. 

McQuilkin's store prospered first from the patronage of both the 
construction gangs working on the National road and then from the people 
who settled in the land nearby to cultivate vegetable gardens in the 
fertile soil of the river bottom. Soon, a man by the name of Smith 
Hinch had built a tavern on the northwest corner of Third Street and 
the National road. Richard McIlroy built his brick general store and 
post office in 1872 and six years later the town had a lumber mill, a 
shingle manufacturer, a cigar factory, and 250 residents. 

West Terre Haute--its citizens having voted to change its name 
from Maxville in 1894--reached its peak of economic and population 
growth in 1906. In earlier years the town suffered from lack of 
employment opportunities and inaccessibility caused by periodic floods 2 
or washouts on the highway going east. Now the future seemed bright. 

Coal mining had begun in earnest in 1890 when William Broadhurst persuaded 
the Vandalia railroad to build a spur west of the river to his mine. 
By 1906 there were five coal mines served by railroads and six approached 


by wagons. The average daily output of these eleven mines was 2,000 
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tons. Later the Indiana State Bureau of Mines established their 
emergency rescue station in West Terre Haute. The town also benefitted 
from its large clay deposits. There were four clay products industries 
producing building brick, paving brick, drain tile and sewer pipe. They 
included the Terre Haute Brick and Pipe Company--also known as the 
Vitrified Brick Company--the Vigo Clay Company, the Miller Brick Company, 
and the National Drain Tile Company. In addition, lying just one half 
mile north of town was what one historian called the largest "bed of 
good gravel in the state". The gravel pit operating there was a mile 
wide and over a half mile in length. The gravel was used mainly for 
railroad grades. With so many new jobs, the population virtually 
exploded increasing more than sixfold from approximately 500 in 1896 to 
3500 in one decade. 

The new industries required more efficient transportation between 
Terre Haute and its western neighbor for commuting workers, so in 1905 
a new bridge across the Wabash was completed. The Terre Haute Traction 
and Light Company laid trolley car tracks on it, providing the only 
Streetcar and inter-urban service across the river south of Lafayette. 
The rapid pace of business activity stimulated the establishment of 
the Bank of West Terre Haute in 1905. The first city directory was 
published the following year. 

Even after the decline of the coal, clay, and gravel industries 
beginning in the early 1920s, West Terre Haute remained almost entirely 
a residential community for white miners and factory workers. During 
the years following the Depression, the chief businesses in town were 
repairing and servicing automobiles and selling groceries, but these 
diminished when Interstate highway 70 circumvented the town to the south. 
The gravel pit became a lake for swimming and fishing. In 1980 the 


population was 2800. 


